
JENNIFER BAUMGARDNER LAUNCHES DOTTIR PRESS  
TO AMPLIFY COMMON BUT SILENCED STORIES

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, NY (APRIL, 2018)—Author, journalist, editor of the Women’s Review of Books, and former 
publisher of the Feminist Press Jennifer Baumgardner will launch independent publishing house Dottir Press 
in June 2018 with a first season of books to publish in the fall season. From the Icelandic for “daughter,” the 
press’s name is a nod to the egalitarian country and speaks to the company’s mission of passing down and 
building upon feminist intellectual and creative legacies. 

Adds Baumgardner, “My maternal family is Icelandic. I’ve always identified with the culture and values. 
Where else would Christmas be dominated by jólabókaflóð—a holiday devoted to publishing that is translated 
as ‘flood of books?’”

Baumgardner’s long career has centered on creating space and culture for people to talk about common but 
often silenced topics: her documentaries It Was Rape and I Had an Abortion, the catalog of the Feminist Press, 
which covered topics from slut shaming (Slut: The Play) to addiction (Black Wave); her own expansive body of 
writing on feminism and sexuality, including Manifesta and Look Both Ways.

“As a third-wave feminist, I believe in creating culture as well as politics. Books are still one of the most 
powerful tools for empathy and transformation, as well as for sharing feminist ideas,” Baumgardner explains 
of the impetus to start Dottir. “Marrying rigorous art with feminist publishing—even with our children’s 
books—is part of what will make Dottir unique.”

As a parent, Baumgardner believes in publishing children’s books that tackle issues important to children 
that may not be addressed by other houses. The first offering is Not My Idea, a children’s book that explores 
whiteness. A core tenet of Dottir’s books for children is that the written content of the books won’t talk down 
to kids and neither will the art. For instance, her children’s book, The Nightlife of Jacuzzi Gasket, features text 
by Brontez Purnell, a 2018 Whiting Award winner, and images by up-and-coming Brooklyn artist Elise R. 
Peterson.

The first season features two art-forward children’s books, a hand-painted interactive journal for exploring 
grief, and a book about rape culture for and about boys called Now That We’re Men. The season demonstrates 
the diverse range of Dottir Press’s offerings while maintaining the same throughline of filling the absences in 
both our history and present culture with storytelling in all forms and for all ages.

Jennifer Baumgardner is a journalist and author of six widely course-adopted books 
about contemporary feminism, creator of the documentaries It Was Rape and I Had 
an Abortion, and a producer of the plays SLUT and Now That We’re Men. She has 
spoken at more than 300 colleges and universities across the country, is the cofounder 
of the speaker’s bureau Soapbox Inc. and the co-creator of Feminist Camp. 

As director of the Feminist Press (2013–17), Baumgardner initiated the Amethyst 
Editions queer imprint with Michelle Tea, established the Louise Meriwether prize for 
a debut author of color, and restarted their children’s publishing. In 2018, she became 
the editor in chief of the Women’s Review of Books, the third in its 35 year history.

For press inquiries, contact Kait Heacock at publicity@dottirpress.com and 425-923-9815.
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