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THE FIRST CHILDREN’S BOOK TO NAME RACISM  
AS A PROBLEM OF WHITENESS

NEW YORK, NY—Continuing her work to support adults talking openly with children about subjects too im-
portant to ignore, author and illustrator Anastasia Higginbotham returns with the fourth book in her Ordinary 
Terrible Things Series. Not My Idea: A Book About Whiteness invites families to acknowledge the ways white 
children are conditioned to feel apart from conversations about race.

Conversations about whiteness are happening over all forms of media, on college campuses, and in schools 
and religious communities nationwide. As more white people actively seek to unlearn racism and dismantle 
its structures, all need support to deepen their understanding of what whiteness is and what it does to shape a 
worldview.

Not My Idea offers an emotional inlet to the crisis white children experience when they know people are being 
harmed and they are actively discouraged from feeling anything about it. Inspired by her own children’s curi-
osity, Higginbotham sets the story in present day America where a white child sees news coverage of a police 
shooting. The child asks questions of their family, but finds answers in the library. In an age of fake news and al-
ternative facts, Not My Idea spotlights the role of libraries as sanctuaries and librarians as guardians of the truth.

Not My Idea lifts the burden of fixing racism off the shoulders of children and empowers kids to seek an educa-
tion in both white supremacy and those who have always fought against it—including some white people. With 
clear language, exquisite art, and powerful incentive to open and connect, Not My Idea conveys Toni Morrison’s 
1993 call to action on race in America: “White people have a very, very serious problem, and they should start 
thinking about what they can do about it.”
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“I am in love with Not My Idea, and with 
Higginbotham’s direct, radical, compassionate 

approach to talking about whiteness, racism, and 
the need to tell painful but important truths.” 

—KATE SCHATZ, NYT-bestselling author of  
Rad American Women A–Z,  

Rad Women Worldwide, and Rad Girls Can



PRAISE FOR THE ORDINARY TERRIBLE THINGS SERIES

“Higginbotham . . . has a gift for taking difficult subjects and rendering them both simple and deeply honest. 
She has this enormous respect for young children and that comes through with each of her books.”

—SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL

“But it’s Higginbotham’s directness and refusal to talk down to her audience  
that will make this book such an asset.”

—PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

“Observations, advice, comfort, and ways of thinking about one of life’s “ordinary terrible things.’”
—KIRKUS REVIEWS

“Anastasia Higginbotham takes a different approach, avoiding the usual platitudes and offering a fresh,  
child-centered view that acknowledges a range of feelings.”

—BOOKPAGE
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Brooklyn.

DOTTIR PRESS takes a feminist approach to publishing and 
artistic production, working to fill the absences in both our 
history and present culture through storytelling in all forms 
and for all ages.

For press inquiries, email Kait Heacock at  
publicity@dottirpress.com or call 425-923-9815. 

For any inquiries about wholesale and distribution,  
please contact Jennifer Baumgardner at jb@dottirpress.com. 

Author tour cities include: New York City, Brooklyn, Los 
Angeles, Nashville, Minneapolis, Detroit, Chicago, Asheville, 
Seattle, Raleigh-Durham, and Fargo, ND.

33 Fifth Avenue | New York, NY 10003
917-753-8091 | dottirpress.com


